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Jack Armstrong (artist)                                   
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia  

 

Jack Armstrong is an American artist, ex-model and jeweler. Known for his 
flamboyance and eccentric behavior, described in court papers as "a man with 
no discernible source of income",[1] he became known for his connection to the 
"Black Star Of Queensland" of which he reportedly slept with, under his pillow 
and was a co-owner.[2][3] What ensued was a controversial legal battle named by 
the Los Angeles Times as “Heavy Weight Gem Scuffle”[4] in which Armstrong 
fought against his ex-lover Gabrielle Grohe for control of the stone. The matter 
settled out of court with Armstrong agreeing to buy out Grohe for $500,000 he 
had 3 months to pay, his cheque bounced and the stone was awarded to Grohe. 
Born January 6, 1957 in Omaha Nebraska. He arrived in Manhattan NYC in 
1979 where he found work as a male model and later reportedly became friends 
with Andy Warhol.[5] 

Between 1999 – 2000, he founded “Cosmic Extensionalism” a method of art 
unique to himself, he vowed to create only 100 works of art using this style of 
extreme color, texture and light, with words appearing at different angles in the 
paint. Widely published, he was nicknamed "The Last Wizard" by Andy Warhol, 
which later became the name for the latest Damian Chapa[6] film biopic, an-
nounced in 2016 about Jack Armstrong. 

His work features in the private collections of Alice Walton, Michel Polnareff, and 
Narendra Patel[7] is valued in price between 1 and US$6 million. 

In October 2010 using acrylic paint and 37 coats of Clear-Coat he unveiled his 
flagship "cosmic starship" at Bartels’ in Marina Del Rey a Harley-Davidson with 
actress Gretchen Rossi.[8][9] 

His cosmic Firebird painting was the mascot and centre piece for a ballet "The 
Cosmic Firebird Dance Concert"[10] held at The Rose Centre Theatre on April 2, 
2011. 

In 2014, he painted the $3 million Cosmic Starcruiser bicycle.[11][12] Armstrong 
has never been represented by a dealer. 

Legal issue[edit] 
At his home in Eagle Rock in 2014,[13] an arrest warrant was issued by the Los Angeles County district attorney's 

office for one count of rape he was taken into custody.[14] 
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Alleged Rape 

Please read the FBI profiler Pat Brown enclosed in this bundle of documents.   

Since the arrest for alleged rape, Armstrong went back to Mexico where he still lives.  The    

police have made no effort to bring him back to court.  Nothing has been heard from the girl 

who alleged the rape. 

The detective in charge of the case was sent down from the Homicide Department to the 

Traffic Department and was admonished by the Judge in another case for  manufacturing     

evidence. The detective was in serious trouble over that case. This case against the artist 

came at a convenient time a couple of  years after the alleged event, when the Detective 

needed a high profile win. 

 
 









Cosmic Starship 

The Cosmic Starship is a Harley Davidson V Rod.[1] The Cosmic Starship was unveiled at Bartels in Marina Del Rey, California on 
October 21, 2010 at a red carpet event. 

The concept was created by Robert Star of Star Global International Inc,[2] with Harley Davidson and was Painted by controver-
sial rebel Artist Jack Armstrong who used his unique style of art, Acrylic Paint and 37 Layers of clear coat to complete the pro-
ject in 6 months.[3] 

On the night of launch the Harley was brought down from the sky surrounded by a published 100k in lights. This was a red car-
pet event in which many celebrities attended.[4] 

The publicity resulting from the launch spread to every nation in the world and made this Motorcycle Iconic as the only Million 
Dollar Harley ever. 

While not immune from its Critics in August 2012 the bike sold privately for 3 Million US dollars after a DuPont registry feature
[5] and now appears to be on the open market again, this time for over 10 Million US Dollars. 

“John Travolta rode a Bartels Harley in the film Hogs, but Armstrong's million dollar Harley is a movie in itself,“ a statement from 
Bartels Harley Davidson read[6] 
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Black Star of Queensland 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia  

The Black Star of Queensland, named after its nature and place of origin, is a 
733-carat (146.6 g) black sapphire, and was the world's largest gem quality star 
sapphire until The Star of Adam was discovered. The stone was reportedly   
discovered by 12-year-old Roy Spencer in the mid-1930s in the Queensland 
gem fields known as the Reward Claim near Anakie, Queensland. 

Roy showed the stone to his father, Harry Spencer, one of the pioneering    
miners of the central Queensland gem fields, who assumed that it was merely a 
large black crystal. Not realising the value of the stone with its rough exterior, 
the family used it as a doorstop in their home for over a decade, until Harry took 
a closer look and discovered the gem hidden within. 

The Black Star sapphire is an oval-shaped gemstone cut as a cabochon like all 
other star sapphires. The center of the star is much bigger and brighter than 
normal star sapphires. The bright six-ray star is set in a completely black     
background. The beauty of the stone is further enhanced by its white gold     
setting. The large black stone is surrounded by a row of 35 pear-shaped smaller white diamonds. 

As with all star sapphires, the star moves with changing angles of illumination and observation and belongs to the 
group of minerals known as corundum, a crystalline form of aluminum oxide (Al2O3). 

The star effect in star sapphires is caused by microscopic inclusions, mainly rutile, aligned in a threefold pattern 
inside the stone that reflects the light entering the stone through its dome shaped face into a six-ray star pattern. 

In 1947, Harry Spencer[1] agreed to sell the stone to Armenian-born jeweler Harry Kazanjian for $18,000, with 
which Spencer built a new house for his family. Kazanjian spent two months studying the stone before making the 
decision to cut it, sacrificing over 400 carats to reveal the six pointed star. 

The stone was renowned for bringing its owners luck. Since the purchase in 1947, the business of the Kazanjian 
family boomed. The Kazanjian family held the black gemstone for many years in spite of offers to purchase the 
stone. 

The gemstone was loaned to the Smithsonian Institution's National Museum of Natural History in Washington, 
D.C., in 1969, and in 1971 it received some brief television fame when the stone featured around the neck of Cher.
[2] Since this time, in spite of a small number of charity events, the stone has rarely been seen in public. 

Eager to fulfill a childhood dream, with an overwhelming desire to own the stone, jeweler and artist Jack Arm-
strong,[3][4] along with his wealthy girlfriend Gabrielle Grohe,[5] convinced the Kazanjian family to sell the stone to 
fund a scholarship at the Gemological Institute of America. 

A lengthy, controversial and bitter international ownership battle between Armstrong and Grohe ensued, marked by 
the New York Post which ran a story with the headline "Heavyweight Gem $cuffle[6]”. The legal dispute ended     
quietly outside of court in a confidential agreement. According to court documents, Armstrong agreed to pay 
$500,000 within three months to buy out Grohe. 

Failing to come up with the money, a judge entered a final ruling in favor of Grohe and Armstrong lost his owner-
ship rights. The Black Star of Queensland once again sits in obscurity, with its owner in Switzerland. 
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Black Star of Queensland, Star 
Sapphire 

General 

Identification 

The 733-carat Black Star of Queensland 

Category          Oxide mineral 

Color                Black 
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Andy Warhol and Jack Armstrong: One Artist’s Soup Can Is An-
other’s Harley-Davidson 
11/10/2010 12:03 am ET Updated Dec 06, 2017  
 

Tonight at Christie’s in Manhattan, Andy Warhol’s painting of a Camp-
bell’s Vegetable Soup can with a steel combination corkscrew-slash-can 
opener clamped on its edge is expected to fetch between $30 and $50 
million at auction. His iconic Tomato Soup can (no opener) is projected 
to fetch between $6 and $8 million. And, although he won’t be at the 
auction and has no vested interest in the outcome, artist Jack Armstrong 
is thrilled by this. 
At any rate, in October when I last wrote about him, the Harley-
Davidson that Armstrong had painted was to be unveiled at a gala event 
at Bartel’s Harley-Davidson in Marina Del Rey, California. That night, he 
came gliding to the ground from 70 feet up in the air, suspended on a 
contraption rigged by Branam Enterprises. As he glided to a platform on 
the ground, (photo right by R. Nichols) the flashbulbs popped, everyone 
cheered and Armstrong, very obviously, loved every moment. Since that evening, he’s decided, “It was the wildest ride of my life 
because, when you conjure a dream and see it come true, with hundreds of photographers from around the world taking photos 
of something you created, it’s magic. It’s beyond anything that anyone can dream.” 
The motorcycle, priced at $1.1 million, is something to behold. It is beautiful to look at and, as the viewer walks around it, is a con-
stant source of surprise. It is not just something to look at. No, seeing the interesting texture in the way the paint was laid on, the 
viewer invariably has a strong impulse to touch it. The work has already drawn nine bids at that price and more are coming so that, 
in the end, it’s sure to be a competition. Photos of the evening got worldwide play and Armstrong’s assessment of what has hap-
pened since then is very honest.  
“Feedback,” he notes, “has ranged from great, to good to plain ugly. But it is being talked about around the world. It will be the 

cover of Moto magazine in Russia. I’m getting calls from around the world, 
from South America, Europe, across the USA and we’re expecting three 
offers from Dubai in the next few days. We have lots of people who want 
to show it — Harley dealers, museums, casinos — all sorts of places. As a 
result, the motorcycle will be allowed to find its true value. After all, once 
it’s sold, it may be put away in a collection and disappear. We want it to 
be seen.”  
Armstrong calls his art Cosmic Extensionalism, an expression of the con-
nection to the cosmos he’s felt as long as he can remember. Wanting to 
be an artist, he arrived in New York in 1979 and, by accident one day in 
Bloomingdale’s, met Andy Warhol. 
“It was just neat to be a young artist accepted by the most famous artist 
of his time,” he recalls with a smile in his voice. “Back then I was doing 
stuff that was way more splashy than I am now. But Warhol liked my 

painting and he liked me.  
“During the time I was in New York,” he continues, “I decided to destroy all the work I’d done and to paint only 100 paintings. War-
hol told me that was a brilliant idea. He said, ‘Kid, after I’m gone, you’ll be the last wizard.’”  
Why did he settle on 100? He explains, “100 is a mystical thing. Everyone wants to live to be 100. And, only 100 people on this 
planet will own a Jack Armstrong painting. The fact that there are only 100 of my paintings allows me to say truthfully that I never 
repeated myself and I never will.”  
The Wizard is just finishing the 100th painting now. Early next year, in Armstrong and his art will rock a 1960s hotel on the water in 
California whose management was so struck by the uniqueness and colors in his art, that they are renovating the property, chang-
ing the name to The Armstrong, and will use his art on the walls and, even, in the carpets. “I am thrilled,” he says. “This is a first for 
any artist.”  
So, back to the beginning — why is Jack Armstrong so interested in the Warhol auction? He says, “In 1962, when Andy first 
showedgs of soup cans, and sold them for $100, people were saying it was the end of art, that it was the worst thing that ever hap-
pened to art.  
“This Harley-Davidson was the most exciting painting that I’ve ever done. Even though the canvas was metal, it was a canvas and 
this is a painting. I love the fact that people all over the world who have never heard of me or of Cosmic Extensionalism have heard 
of Harley-Davidson. 
“This,” Jack Armstrong says, “is my Campbell’s Soup can.”  
Motorcycle photo courtesy of Jack Armstrong  
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Cosmic Extensionalism "X" 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

Cosmic Extensionalism[1] or Cosmic X is a new style of Art which was original-
ly founded by Jack Armstrong in 1999.[2] Armstrong was inspired by an ethe-
real experience he had with the famous gem stone known as the Black Star 
Sapphire of Queensland. The stone is believed to have magical powers. At 
the time he destroyed all of his previous works. 

Cosmic X is a genre of modern art styles as is the famous genres of "Cubism" 
by Picasso or "Pop Art” by Warhol. It was originally founded as an organic art 
movement and is singular by comparison. 

Cosmic X requires the artist to become the art they are creating, by feeling 
no separation between the art itself. This requires a unique state of mind to 
be reached, connecting to a universal presence, which Armstrong believes 
exists in each being. It is this connection that creates the art, not the artist." 

Armstrong’s hair, fingerprints and DNA is present in all his paintings. 
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Armstrong believes cosmic Extensionalism is 

a direct universal transcendence, in art and in 

the artist. 
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