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Vicki Ragan and Shepard Barbash Donate Major Collection 

of Mexican Folk Art to Tucson Museum of Art 
Unprecedented Gift of 1,210 Individual Works  

 

TUCSON, ARIZONA – The Tucson Museum of Art and Historic Block (TMA) announced that it has 
received a collection of Mexican folk art from Vicki Ragan and Shepard Barbash that will add more 
than 1,210 individual works to TMA’s Folk Art of the Americas collection. Wooden carvings made by 
artists working mostly in the villages of San Martín Tilcajete, Arrazola and La Unión Tejalapan, and 
clay sculptures mostly made by the Aguilar family in Ocotlán de Morelos are central to the 
Ragan/Barbash collection.  Pieces from the Ragan/Barbash gift will be on display in fall 2019.   
 
TMA chief executive officer Jeremy Mikolajczak said, “Thanks to this exciting donation, visitors will be 
able to easily connect to a unique aesthetic and better understand other cultures, people and 
context. This wonderful gift greatly enriches our collection and scholarly activities.” According to 
Mikolajczak, the Ragan/Barbash gift will significantly impact TMA’s ability to represent the artists of 
the Oaxacan region.  TMA’s Folk Art of the Americas collection contains nearly 3,000 objects from 
South, North and Central America.  
 
Vicki Ragan, an accomplished photographer, and her husband, author and journalist, Shepard 
Barbash, spent three years in Mexico collecting and documenting the work of woodcarvers and clay 
sculptors.  In 1993, the couple published Oaxacan Woodcarving: The Magic in the Trees, which 
includes many of the works in this donation. They followed that up in 2007 with Changing Dreams: A 
Generation of Oaxacan Woodcarvers after they returned to the area and saw profound changes in 
the lives of the woodcarvers they had known. 
 
When asked what initially attracted Shep and Vicki about this specific folk art, Shep said “It’s not just 
the creations that make this story remarkable, it’s the effect the art has had on Oaxaca. This 
collection of farmers has taken a skill passed down through the generations and enacted dramatic 
change for themselves and their neighbors. It’s a fascinating story.” 
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About the Tucson Museum of Art and Historic Block 
The Tucson Museum of Art and Historic Block’s mission is Connecting Art to Life. The museum was founded in 
1924 in the El Presidio Historic District of downtown Tucson. TMA features permanent and traveling exhibitions 
of Modern and Contemporary, Native American, American West, Latin American and Asian art.  
 
The museum’s Historic Block of 19th and 20th-century adobe and Mission Revival-style buildings, encompassing 
a four-acre city block, includes the John K. Goodman Pavilion, the highly acclaimed museum restaurant Café a la 
C’Art, and additional exhibition and studio spaces. For more information, please visit TucsonMuseumofArt.org 
or call (520) 624-2333.  Follow the latest events on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. 
 
TMA is a private 501(c)(3) charitable arts and education organization. 
 
 


