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America’s Warrior Partnership Announces Agenda for Fourth Annual Warrior 

Community Integration Symposium 
 

-- “One Team. One Mission.” theme highlights warriors as assets in their communities, homes 
and workplaces, with a special focus on veteran entrepreneurs -- 

 
 
WASHINGTON – July 27, 2017 – America’s Warrior Partnership has released the agenda for its Fourth 
Annual Warrior Community Integration Symposium, a gathering of veteran service organizations 
(VSOs) and veteran-centered professionals from across the nation to share best practices and discuss 
key issues affecting warriors in their communities. The symposium will take place Sep. 6 – 8, 2017, at 
the Hyatt Regency Atlanta.  
 
“The Warrior Community Integration Symposium brings together everything that we work toward as 
an organization: ensuring no veteran is left behind and that warriors are holistically served in their 
communities,” said Jim Lorraine, president and CEO of America’s Warrior Partnership. “This year’s 
theme is ‘One Team. One Mission.’ Every session and presentation aims to foster stronger 
collaboration among the VSOs, businesses both large and small, government agencies, and community 
leaders that are proactively working to empower veteran communities.” 
 
The 2017 agenda will include high-profile keynote speakers, including veterans themselves as well as 
champions of veteran services, general presentations and breakout sessions on a range of topics that 
will inform attendees on how they can best meet the needs of veterans in their communities. The 
keynote presentation will be provided by Chris Fussell, former Navy SEAL officer and current Partner at 
McChrystal Group, a leadership and management consulting firm. 
 
General sessions will include:  
 

 “The Power of Community: Building Resilient Cities” – Dr. Lynda Davis, Chief Veterans 
Experience Officer, U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 

 “Addressing Invisible Wounds in Your Communities” – moderated by Marcus Ruzek, Program 
Director at the Marcus Foundation 

 “Bridging the Civilian-Military Divide” – moderated by Bill Rausch, Executive Director of Got 
Your 6, a national campaign uniting nonprofit, government and entertainment industry 
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partners to facilitate veteran reintegration and normalize the depiction of veterans on film and 
television 

 “Social Responsibility: Role of Corporations and Foundations in Veteran Philanthropy” – 
moderated by Harriett Dominique, Senior VP of Corporate Responsibility and Community at 
USAA 

 
Breakout sessions will offer attendees the option to view and participate in panels and roundtable 
discussions focused on one of the following tracks: 
 

 Health and Wellness 

 Emerging Veteran Issues 

 Education, Training, Employment and Entrepreneurship 

 Capacity Building and Building Collaborative Relationships 
 
Last year’s event drew high praise from attendees, including Col. Kevin McDonnel, USA, (Ret.), who 
said, “[The symposium is the] best event in the entire veteran space now. Easily eclipses all others in 
terms of functional relevance.” 
 
Networking will continue to be a central focus of the Warrior Community Integration Symposium as 
the event kicks off on Sep. 6 with VetConnect, a free, one-day event for active-duty military, veterans 
and their families to meet each other and attend panels discussing employment opportunities, 
interview techniques, job search advice and more. In addition, the symposium exhibit hall will feature 
highlight programs, services and products that increase the opportunity to impact the lives of veterans. 
 
America’s Warrior Partnership will also host a luncheon during the symposium to honor the recipient 
of the third-annual Leo Thorsness Leadership Award, which recognizes an individual who has shown 
outstanding leadership in their service to veterans. The award is named for Leo Thorsness, a prisoner 
of war at the Hanoi Hilton in Vietnam and Medal of Honor recipient who served as a member of the 
America’s Warrior Partnership Board of Directors before passing away in 2017. 
 
To register for the Fourth Annual Warrior Community Integration Symposium and learn more about 
the event’s agenda and speakers, please visit 
http://americaswarriorpartnership.org/symposium/2017-symposium/.  
 
 
About America’s Warrior Partnership 
America’s Warrior Partnership is committed to empowering communities to empower veterans. We fill 
the gaps that exist between current veteran service organizations by helping nonprofits connect with 
the veterans, military members and families in need: bolstering their efficacy, improving their results 
and empowering their initiatives. America’s Warrior Partnership is a force multiplier for warrior 
community integration that enhances communities where great Americans choose to live and 
contribute. For more information on the organization and how to get involved, visit 
www.AmericasWarriorPartnership.org .  
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