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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PARTNERS AND NORTHWEST OREGON HOUSING AUTHORITY START 
CONSTRUCTION OF NEW AFFORDABLE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT IN ST. HELENS 

Broadleaf Arbor will provide 239 affordable homes to low-income residents of Columbia County 
 

 
 

CLICK HERE FOR BROADLEAF ARBOR RENDERINGS 
 

St. Helens, OR (November 10, 2021) — Community Development Partners (CDP) and the Northwest 
Oregon Housing Authority (NOHA) announced today the start of construction of St. Helens’ newest 
housing community, Broadleaf Arbor. Located at 2250 Gable Road at the intersection of Gable Road and 
Columbia River Highway, Broadleaf Arbor is a 16-acre, 239-unit affordable housing development and 
intergenerational community, connecting working adults, families and seniors.   
 
“Affordable housing coupled with community outreach and services improves our new residents’ chance 
for a productive and happy life,” said Nina Reed, Board Chair of NOHA. “I want to thank State Senator 
Betsy Johnson, Executive Director Margaret Salazar from OHCS and the Columbia County Board of 
Commissioners for the opportunity to bring NOHA’s mission to St. Helens. I also want to thank the City 
of St. Helens and the entire community for their continued support of this project. There are endless 
layers and complexities when bringing projects like Broadleaf Arbor to life, and if it wasn’t for the entire 

https://communitydevpartners.box.com/s/xiyfqlq0pspoln4dludvxuoc21iv5zd0
https://www.communitydevpartners.com/
http://www.nwoha.org/
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team and every person involved, we wouldn’t be where we are today, celebrating this project and 
building a better St. Helens.”  
 
“Stable, affordable, accessible housing is the foundation of raising a family,” said Henry Heimuller, 
Columbia County Commissioner and NOHA Board Member. “A safe housing environment that provides 
access to jobs, education, healthcare and shopping, while identifying and supporting the individual 
needs of residents and the entire community, is why we need developments like Broadleaf Arbor in 
Columbia County.”  
 
“We’ve spent the last two years, side by side with NOHA, understanding the needs of the St. Helens 
community with the goal of creating an asset for the city, a place where households of all ages can live 
together and thrive,” shared Eric Paine, CEO of Community Development Partners. “The need for 
affordable workforce and supportive housing in St. Helens and in our region continues to outpace 
supply, and we are honored to be a part of the solution through a long-term investment in the 
community.”  
 
This new development is critical to addressing the region’s need for affordable housing and when 
completed Broadleaf Arbor will provide 239 one-, two- and three-bedroom homes to individuals and 
families earning 30%-60% of the area median income ($29,010-$58,020 for a family of four). The 
program is comprised of 11 buildings, including walk-up style apartment buildings, townhomes, a senior 
housing building and a central community and resident services building. On-site amenities will include 
common area gathering spaces, such as a teaching kitchen and library, an expansive lawn and 
playground, car parking and bike storage, and a trail system along the existing wetlands. 
 
Broadleaf Arbor is being co-developed and co-sponsored by CDP and NOHA and is financially made 
possible with 4% Low Income Housing Tax Credits (LIHTC) and a $13M award from Oregon Housing and 
Community Services’ (OHCS) Local Innovation Fast Track (LIFT) program. Additional funding was received 
through an Energy Provider Contribution from Columbia River Public Utility District.  
 
“The mission of OHCS is to provide stable and affordable housing to Oregonians so they can have the 
opportunity to pursue prosperity and live free from poverty,” said Margaret Salazar, executive director 
at OHCS. “We are proud to help fund a local project like Broadleaf Arbor that gives the people of St. 
Helens a way to achieve those opportunities. With the development of Broadleaf Arbor, we are more 
than halfway to meeting our Statewide Housing Plan goal of funding 25,000 affordable homes in five 
years.” 
 
“When this project was first described to me, I knew it was an extraordinary opportunity for the region,” 
said State Senator Betsy Johnson, who has been a fierce supporter of this project and the development 
of affordable housing across the state. “This is a new gold standard in our community and in the region.”  
 
Broadleaf Arbor is uniquely designed as a CDP Community For All Ages—an intentional community 
where people of all ages can live, work and play together with the essential services and amenities 
needed to thrive. EngAGE Northwest (EngAGE) will be the lead services provider, hosting on-site 
wellness and creativity programs that are specifically designed to foster intergenerational connection 
and community building. In addition to EngAGE, a community-wide collaboration of service providers 
including Latino Network, Community Action Team, St. Helens Senior Center, Columbia Pacific Food 
Bank and Columbia Community Mental Health will work to connect residents to services that support 
family stability through educational and employment programs that include financial stability, school 
enrollment and food assistance. 
 

https://engagedaging.org/
https://www.latnet.org/
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"EngAGE is excited to bring intergenerational programming to this pioneering Community For All Ages 
development,” said Maria Rojo de Steffey, Regional Director of EngAGE Northwest. “For multiple 
decades we have been providing intergenerational programming that has improved the lives of elders 
and families. We look forward to bringing that experience to Broadleaf Arbor." 
 
Broadleaf Arbor is being co-developed by CDP and NOHA, which is led by Interim Director, James Evans. 
Broadleaf Arbor was designed by MWA Architects and is being built by LMC Construction. PSU’s Center 
for Public Interest Design (CPID) conducted pre-development community engagement and outreach. 
The project will be managed by Guardian Real Estate Services. Construction began August 2021 and is 
ongoing. The first building is expected to be completed Fall 2022.  
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About Northwest Oregon Housing Authority 
Northwest Oregon Housing Authority (NOHA) is a Public Housing Agency located in Warrenton, Oregon 
that participates in the Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher (HCV), Homeownership Voucher, and Family 
Self-Sufficiency programs. NOHA serves Clatsop County, Columbia County and Tillamook County. The 
mission of NOHA is to ensure access to safe, affordable, decent housing for eligible residents of 
Columbia, Clatsop and Tillamook Counties and to break the poverty cycle by providing opportunity for 
self-sufficiency. 
 
About Community Development Partners 
Founded in 2011, Community Development Partners (CDP) develops and operates sustainable, life-
enhancing affordable housing with a focus on long term community engagement and innovative design. 
As a mission-driven, forward-thinking organization, CDP is focused exclusively on creating vibrant 
affordable housing communities that incorporate art, public parks, gardens, access to fresh food, and 
cultural and social programming. A Certified B-corporation, CDP is dedicated to the highest standards of 
social equity, diversity, environmental stewardship and public transparency—a reflection of their 
dedication to mission and priority of impacts over profit. Today, CDP has successfully built or preserved 
35 unique projects comprised of over 2,800 units throughout Oregon, California, Nevada, and Arizona. 
 
About EngAGE 
EngAGE changes lives by transforming affordable senior, family, and multigenerational apartment 
communities into vibrant centers of learning, wellness and creativity. They serve thousands of seniors 
and families in California, Oregon, and Minnesota by providing programs in well-being, the arts, lifelong 
learning, intergenerational connectivity, community building and civic engagement. They provide these 
classes, programs, and events to 50 affordable senior and family apartment communities, serving more 
than 5,500 seniors and hundreds of families with children. They embrace a whole-person approach to 
creative living, providing college level programs in the arts, wellness, and life-long learning onsite at 
each of our apartment buildings and at no charge to residents. EngAGE creates connections across 
generations, helping older adults become involved with younger people in their communities as 
mentors, sages, and neighbors. 
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