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Having worked for two Democratic women U.S. Senators, I know first-hand
the legislative impact that women can make in office. While working in the
U.S. Senate, I fought to protect women’s health, to pass the Lilly Ledbetter
Fair Pay Act, and to pass the Violence Against Women’s Act. I am grateful
to have been there for those fights and I look forward to continuing the fight
for women in Congress.

All Americans deserve a fair, living wage, and no one making minimum
wage should live below the poverty line. Additionally, if the cost of living
consistently increases, so should the wages of workers across the country,
otherwise the value of wages will be diminished year after year. My state
of California recently raised the minimum wage, and in Congress I will
fight to do the same at the federal level.

The Affordable Care Act is not perfect, but is a great start to extending
health care coverage to millions of Americans. I am proud to have been
a part of the team that fought for maternity and mental health care
provisions in the ACA, and in Congress I will continue working to improve
and expand access to health care in the United States. This includes
recognizing the right to contraception and preventative reproductive care.

No one should ever have to decide between caring for a sick child and
paying the bills. As a working mom, I understand that paid leave is
essential for working families across the country. In Congress, I will
support the FAMILY Act, which would go a long way to help those in
the 21st District who cannot afford to stop working, even when they or
a family member becomes ill.

As the daughter of small business owners and a Harvard Business School
graduate with private sector experience, I understand that the deck is often
stacked against those who start their own businesses, especially women.
The 21st District is made up of small towns, not big cities, and small
businesses are essential to our communities and economy. I look forward to
applying what I know about small business potential under the right policies.

I was the first woman from my high school to go to Stanford, and one
of the few women involved at a senior level in the negotiation and passage
of the 2012 Senate Farm Bill. Women across the country know how hard
it is the be the first or one of the few, and in Congress I will fight to ensure
that women-owned businesses are treated fairly by the federal government.

Many of America's seniors know they will one day rely on Social Security
benefits, and in Congress I will fight to ensure that, when that day comes,
those benefits are available. AARP estimates that Social Security keeps
35% of older Americans out of poverty, and this number is even higher
for women. We must work tirelessly to ensure that retired Americans do
not fall through the cracks by extending Social Security solvency.

