
SAN FRANCISCO STANDARD POLL REVEALS DA JENKINS IS ONLY CITY HALL LEADER
WITH POSITIVE APPROVAL RATING, VOTERS MOVE FURTHER TOWARD THE CENTER

Job approval for other leaders in City Hall—particularly Mayor Breed—declined from spring
2022 levels. Crime caught up with homelessness as the top problem the city needs to fix,
according to voters. Support for tough-on-crime policies is high, and half of voters surveyed say
they have become less progressive because of homelessness and crime.

SAN FRANCISCO (October 12, 2022) – The San Francisco Standard Voter Poll focusing on
the November election and other city issues found that appointed District Attorney Brooke
Jenkins is the only leader in City Hall with a positive approval rating. Jenkins also leads the
district attorney race with 28% of likely voters saying they plan to cast their ballot for her;
however, a whopping 58% remain undecided.

Mayor London Breed’s approval rating slipped precipitously to just 36%—the majority of
voters, 64%, disapprove of her performance. Dissatisfaction with local government also extends
to the Board of Supervisors (77% disapprove), the police department (59% disapprove) and the
public school system (69% disapprove). A majority of voters say they feel they can trust the
local government “only some of the time.”

“Our poll shows clearly that voters are fed up with what they perceive to be city leaders’ inability
to address fundamental problems like crime, homelessness and high housing costs,” said
Jonathan Weber, Editor in Chief of The San Francisco Standard. “San Franciscans still love
their city, but they’re sad and angry about what they see as its decline, and they want their
leaders to stop playing political games and start solving problems.”

Safety concerns appear to be driving much of this dissatisfaction—64% of voters feel less safe
than they did a year ago and have pinpointed homelessness and crime as their primary
concerns. Seventy-one percent of those voters say that seeing homeless people makes them
feel unsafe, and 46% of respondents feel less safe on Muni and BART now than they did last
year.

Broad support for law-and-order policies points to a shift away from progressive political
views amid concerns about homelessness and crime. Half of respondents say they’ve
become less progressive as a result of the homelessness, crime and drug crises.

Sixty-nine percent of voters say the city should charge drug dealers selling fentanyl with
murder if the user dies. Respondents are nevertheless supportive of some rehabilitative
efforts: Our poll shows broad favorability for intervention/neighborhood watch teams and forced
treatment programs.

Despite wide concerns over criminal justice issues, satisfaction with the city is only slightly lower
than The Standard’s last poll in May 2022.

https://sfstandard.com/politics/san-francisco-standard-voter-poll-june-2022/


The Standard commissioned polling group Embold Research, a nonpartisan and nonpolitical
arm of Change Research, to conduct The San Francisco Standard Voter Poll, which surveyed
944 of San Francisco’s registered voters online between October 1 and October 7, 2022. The
questionnaire centered on the upcoming election, San Francisco city life and community
priorities; the findings are representative of the city’s voter population within a margin of error of
+/- 3.9%. A Chinese-language version of the questionnaire was also offered to respondents.

For more extensive results and demographic breakdowns, please refer to The San
Francisco Standard’s poll dashboard.

About Embold Research: Embold Research is the nonpartisan unit of Change Research. They
focus on helping leaders in the public, private and nonprofit sectors uncover blind spots, build
public trust, make informed decisions and get things done. Utilizing the proprietary methodology
of Dynamic Online Sampling it provides expertise, analytical approaches and products tailored
to the needs of clients who operate beyond the political sphere.

About The San Francisco Standard: The San Francisco Standard is a news organization
serving everyone with a stake in the future of San Francisco. We aim to build the city’s most
trusted, authoritative and contemporary source of news and information, meeting you where you
are to help you “Know Your City.”
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